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Work Room Pt 2 

Continuing on from last month, here is Nick’s work room. 

A place he can call his own, and produce his quality models. 

Do you want to share your “Man Cave”, your den of inspiration, then send me 

your pics of the room and it will appear as a feature here on the front page 

June 2016 "1

Who's room will be 
featured in the next 
issue of our newsletter, 
only you can say, so 
send in your pics.

Please Note: 
Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this newsletter. BUT views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 

editor or the club as a whole. Editor: Richard Clarke 

Articles for the August 2016 Issue to me please by Wednesday 27th July  2016

JUNE 2016
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Club News

Our annual Memorial Shield Trophy competition had less entires than usual, but they all were 

fine examples of modelling. Congratulations to Tony Horton for his winning entry, a 1/700 kit 
by Trumpeter with PE and Blackdog Resin upgrades to make his USS Theodore Roosevelt 
CNV-71 look stunning.

Other entires where from: Mike Hobbs (Stilleto), Bill Allen (F18), South Chris South (Flak 
Half Track), Dave Berryman (Swordfish) & Sibo (Fist V). More examples of the quality of 
models our members make.
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2 Rust or Not 2 Rust

In this final part of my look at rusting plastic, we will look at the base for the vehicle. 

We finished last month with the Chrysler finished and starting to think about the setting for the 
car, I didn’t want to overpower the car with too much detail in the setting, like with the Revell 
1/24 Scale Mercedes-Benz. 

 
I think this diorama called for it but not the Chrysler, I want the car to be the focus. So I have 
gone for a corner of a barn, no tarps or anything large to take away from the car. I might have 
the odd item hanging from the walls – less is more as they say. 

The base is from a local Salisbury Model shop, I covered an area in a thin layer of clay for the 
floor of the barn. The barn is made from balsa wood, primed with Games Workshop Chaos 
Black, then airbrushed with Vallejo white, left it for 10 minutes until it was touch dry then 
applied Andrea Brown ink diluted with water. This allows the white to show through the brown 
as fading/dust. 
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That’s the base done, a little bit of set dressing required, some straw on the floor and that’s it. 

I got too carried away with the rusting process and forgot to take images at the different 
stages, but here is a breakdown of the process I employed… 

Here are a few images I hope will help with explaining this process. 
First stage is to lay down some Base Colour; whilst this is still wet I 
applied various splodges of Light Shadow 1 & 2 in a random 
fashion around the edges of the base colour. With the base colour 
still wet I was able to achieve a faded/blended look. 

I repeated this on other areas of the model until I was satisfied with 
the result. Once the paint had dried I applied some light dusting of 
MIG Light & Dark Rust pigments, blending them in using my finger 

and a cotton bud. Using the residue of pigment on the cotton bud, I ran this around the 
chrome to give it a look of rust stating to come through the chrome. 

As I said earlier I decided not to put too much into the base as the car would be the vocal 
point. I painted onto the base a mixture of white paint, water down and added some Vallejo 
“English Uniform” to add a brown colour to it. Once this had gone tacky I sprinkled horse hair 
cut into short lengths over it to simulate straw. 

I then gave it a light spray of water down scatter grip, over this I scattered on some more horse 
hair. 

Once the glue had dried I sprayed several light coats of Vallejo “English Uniform” and “Iraqi 
Sand” to give the straw a more dried old/dusty look. 

The base is now ready for the car. Once I had finished the rusting with Mig Pigments Old, 
Standard & Light Rust I sprayed several light coats of Vallejo “Satin Varnish” over the car. 

Once this had dried, I sprayed a light coat of LifeColour “Dust” over the entire model to tie in 
the rusting, to give the effect of the car having sat in the barn for a long time. 

And that’s it, Job done. 
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Book Reviews

Valentine Infantry Tank 1938-45 

Arthor: Bruce O Newsome 

Publisher: Osprey New Vanguard 233 

The most widely produced British Tank of World War 2 is covered in 
this new book in the Osprey Vanguard series. Some 25% of all 
British tank production and 25% of all Canadian tank production in 
WW2 consisted of Valentine based platforms; whilst some 75% of 
all tank exports to Russia were Valentines. Valentines saw service in 
most theatres of war in their various marks and variants.  

I enjoyed reading this book as it covered production and variants by 
numerous photographs; with some excellent tables showing the 
differences between the 11 basic marks of Valentine produced, 
together with the Artillery variants, bridge layers and “specials”. 
There are also some great illustrations by H Morshead. 

If you ever wondered why a tank, designed to close with and kill the enemy might be called by 
the romantic title of Valentine, you need to read page 5 of the book!. Another great value title 
from Osprey. 

Richard Lane 

Never in Anger 
Author: Anthony “ Bugs” Bendell   

Publisher: Orion  

Bugs Bendell joined the Royal Air Force in 1953, at the start of a 
career spanning thirty four years and became one of the best fighter 
pilots of his generation, racking up over four thousand hours on 
aircraft as varied as the Tiger Moth, Harvard , T33, Vampire, Hunter, 
Lighting, Thunderchief, and Phantom. He served in the UK ,Canada, 
Germany, North Africa, Cyprus, and the USA ,training pilots in the 
latter location on the F-105 Thunderchief, Sadly, he was forced to 
retire in 1987 after being diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. Although 
never seeing combat as per the title, the book provides a fascinating 
account of serving during the Cold War.   

Bill Allen
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Listening In, RAF Electronic Intelligent Gathering Since 1945 
Author: Dave Forster & Chris Gibson 

Publisher: Hikoki Publications 

This is a book I received as a Christmas present, chosen by myself I add. I chose it because 
the subject seemed quite tempting, being of a fairly secretive 
nature. It is not a large book in terms of pages being 192 in 
total, however it has unusually taken me nearly 4 months to 
read for the reason I'll come to later. As expected of a book 
covering a set timeframe the chapters are fairly chronological 
however, there is quite a bit of referring back and forth 
throughout including two summary type chapters covering a 
lot of what was covered up to the 1970s about 2/3rds of the 
way through. The majority of the book covers up to the 
Nimrod R1s taking over and only briefly covers them from the 
1980s to nearly present day. I guess the reason for this is that 
most of the details of equipment and missions, for that 
period, are still classified.  

The actual content of the book focus on two areas: the 
equipment and the missions/ deployments. I estimate that the technical detail of the 
equipment is around 60%, with 30% for the mission/ deployments. The remainder deals with 
politics of procurement etc.  

I was expecting some flight crew accounts, as is fairly usual in most aviation subjects but I 
cannot recall any. Possibly, again the reason may be that all are still classified.  

So, the large amount of technical detail and slant towards pre 1980s did make this a very 
heavy read hence taking 4 months. As an insight into the subject, yes there are a lot of facts 
and knowledge to be gained from this book but it is a really, really specialist subject and 
probably not for someone with a mild interest.  

Steve Saville 

The War of Wars  
Author: Robert Harvey  

Publisher: Robinson.  

Another weighty tome of over nine hundred pages, but a 
thoroughly enjoyable history of the Napoleonic Wars, a period of 
which I have read little. This book covers the period from the 
French  revolution to the Battle of Waterloo and Napoleons exile 
to St Helena .Considering the basic infrastructure and the span 
of the conflict, Napoleons achievements on the battlefield were 
amazing but lead to eventual defeat at the hands of the coalition 
that opposed him. I thoroughly enjoyed this change of subject 
matter and reading outside my comfort zone.  

Bill Allen
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Ready for Inspection

IAI  F- 21A LION  
Scale: 1/48 

Manufacture:  Kinetic 

When this kit was released, I decided to, acquire an 
example as it would be an unusual addition to my line-
up of USN aggressor aircraft. Prior to starting the build, I 
found that Aires did a resin cockpit set, so I purchased 
one. As per usual, construction started with the cockpit, 
and here I encountered my first problem, in that the 
resin cockpit was too large to fit in the nose assembly, 
so a large amount of sanding was required to obtain a 
satisfactory fit. No colour guidance is supplied with the 
instructions, so I went with a light grey colour for the 

cockpit bath, with matt black for the instrument panel and side consoles. I had also purchased 
a resin Martin Baker Mk-6 ejection seat, but found that it was too wide to fit in the cockpit tub, 
so that ended up in the spares box. When reasonably happy with the cockpit tub, some light 
drybrushing was carried out using oily steel to simulate wear and tear.  

Stage two deals with the nose bay assembly, undercarriage legs, wheel hubs and tyres. I have 
commented before on the breakdown of parts in far eastern kits and this one follows the 
pattern, the nose and main wheel tyres have two halves, cemented together around the wheel 
hubs, so the hubs have to be painted gloss white, and the tyre halves with Panzer grey, then 
the latter are glued to the hubs, joints tidied up and then the tyres are retouched with the grey. 

The next stage involved the construction of the port and starboard intakes, the jet pipe and 
afterburner nozzle, the lower rear fuselage, and the nose cone assembly which all went 
smoothly although no guidance was given as regards nose weight to avoid tail-sitting, so just 
to be on the safe side, so the nose cone was filled with lead shot. The filling and sanding of 
various joints was carried out together with re-scribing of panel lines where necessary to 
complete this stage.  

Stage four is a major stage of the assembly, involving the fixing into the fuselage of the nose 
wheel bay, cockpit assembly  and intake trunking, and here I come to one of my major gripes 
with the kit. Instead of the fin halves meeting at the leading and trailing edges, the starboard fin 
half is smaller than the port half and fits into a recess in the latter with subsequent fit issues 
requiring filling, sanding, and re-scribing. Totally unnecessary but we Westerners will never 
understand the Eastern mind. Finally, the outer intake covers and the nosecone were attached 
and more filling and sanding required to smooth the joints. I now turned my attention to the 
wing assembly. Paying careful attention to the instructions, all the necessary holes were drilled 
in the lower wing where the flap actuators, and the underwing and fuselage pylons would be 
fixed, then the upper and lower wing halves were glued together. When set, the actuators, 
pylons and the upper and lower speed breaks were attached. 

……continued on next page
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I had decided to fit the flaps in the raised position, and this proved to be a challenge, as there 
are three separate flaps per wing, and getting them to line up with each other and the trailing 
edge was a rather fiddly job. Once again, filling, sanding and re-scribing was the order of the 
day until I was satisfied with the result. 
The wing assembly was then attached to the fuselage with the usual restorative work being 
required at the join. Then the canards, and  various airscoops were fitted to finish off the main 
build. I found that the wingtip and fin navigation lights were undersized, so pieces of clear 
plastic were glued in place, sanded to size and then polished with Micromesh. 
Having viewed pictures of a completed model on the internet, I decided to complete my model 
with underwing and fuselage fuel tanks, and although the aircraft would not carry them during 
ACM sorties, they would have been fitted for transit flights and they would add a bit of interest 
to the model. On the box art, the aircraft is shown carrying an ACMI pod but none is supplied 
in the kit, and I had already used the ones from the Hasegawa weapons set. However, A fellow 
USN modeller kindly gave me one. 
The main airframe and all ancillary components were washed in warm soapy water, then rinsed 
with distilled water and set aside to dry. Tamiya white primer was then applied from a spray 
can to show up any imperfections, which were then corrected prior to another coat of primer. 
The undercarriage doors were fixed in their respective positions in the bays before the three 
colour camouflage pattern was applied. The main colour was light grey FS36307 which is not 
available in the Extralix range but Sibo  found that Lifecolour had this colour and obtained a jar 
for me. This was airbrushed over the whole airframe including undercarriage doors and drop 
tanks, and I was pleased with the finish I obtained. Prior to applying the other two  greys, I tried 
to lightly pencil in the lines to delineate the other two camouflage colours but almost lost the 
will to live so in the end, using my Iwata, I did them freehand - who will know anyway. Once 
dry, two coats of clear were airbrushed on prior to decal application. This stage was relatively 
straightforward, although the decals had a slight propensity to silver. After a few days to allow 
the decals to settle, a couple of coats of Extralix flat varnish was airbrushed on, then all the 
component parts were added to complete the project.                                                                   

Bill Allen

Sea Fire 
Manuafacture: Revell 

We have a little space so here is my entry for the Revell competition at our annual model show.
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What’s in the Box?

MC16001 CLASSY HOBBY 

PANZERKAMPFWAGON II Ausf L ‘LUCHS’ (Sd Kfz 123) 

Kit MC16001, is a 1/16 scale model of a Sd Kfz 123 Luchs from new company ‘Classy Hobby’. 

The scale, subject and presentation all combined 

to make me excited at the prospect of building this, 

i'm halfway through and there has been a few pit 

falls but nonetheless so far this model is proving an 

enjoyable experience, I’ll save the build review for a 

later edition of our club newsletter, here I'll do a 

historic overview and look at the contents.  

Annoyingly for a review nowhere could I find the 

number of parts contained in the kit so I started counting: 12 clear parts, 215 metal track pins, 

217 brown plastic track links, 71 photo etched parts and once I’d reached 309 parts in grey 

styrene with still a number of sprues to go I called it a day, it is a full box of parts, and while 

some parts are certainly complex, it doesn’t appear as over engineered as a dragon kit. 8 parts 

for example make up the jack but the breakdown makes sense and gives detail. Retailing at 

£89.99 you feel like you've purchased value for money, the first arrivals at Salisbury Model 

Centre sold out within 24 hours. 

The final evolutionary development of the useful but out dated Panzer II was Panzerspahwagen 

II Ausf L ‘Luchs’  – Sd.Kfz.123 (VK 1303), roughly translated to ‘Armoured Reconnaissance 

Vehicle II Model L ‘Lynx’’ . This light reconnaissance tank (it weighed 13 tons equipped, but 

also refers to its light role armament, having only a 20mm cannon with 7. 92mm additional 

MG), was produced by MAN and Henschel from September 1943 to January 1944. Just over 

100 were made, some sources stating up to 133 in total. The Sd Kfz 123 Luchs was a 

development of VK 901 Ausf G and used a modified suspension and larger hull, the most 

significant difference was the use of inter-leaved road wheels. Four men crewed the vehicle 

consisting of commander, gunner, driver and radio-operator. Luchs was a reliable vehicle that 

relied on speed and maneuverability to compensate for weak armour and firepower. 

Communication using it’s FuG 12 radio was a more important weapon in the recce role. The 

Luchs saw service until the end of the war on both fronts with Panzer-Aufklarungs-Abteilungen 

(armoured reconnaissance detachments) of the Wehrmacht Heer and Waffen-SS. Vehicles sent 

to the Eastern front often mounted additional frontal armour for increased protection. Small 

numbers were fitted with extra radio equipment and antennas and served as reconnaissance 

communication vehicles. The Luchs seemed to be an able vehicle with a high proportion of 

well preserved tanks surviving WWII and now in museums across the world, a surprise given 

the relative low production number. Bovington has a fine example in it's collection, and one of 

the marking options is for this vehicle.  
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The kit arrives in a stout box with art that looks distinctly ‘Bronco’.  The contents of this box 
are completely full of individually bagged sprues, 25 Grey sprues cover the main tank plus a 
clear sprue of periscopes, lenses and vision plates, 12 parts in total. There is a sheet of photo 
etch that has grills, small clasp details, chain links and parts for the jerry cans as seen on kit 
MC16002, reviewed in the last newsletter, approx 71 parts. 13 sprues each of 16 track links as 
well as a short extra sprue for spare links all moulded in brown plastic. A zip lock bag contains 
the pre cut metal pins.  A few had pierced the bag and were loose in the box. These pins are a 
real highlight.  The links are simple one piece parts each with minutely cast text on the centre 
of each link as per the real one at Bovington. The twin row of guide horns are correctly 
depicted as filled not open.  

It is the instructions that are the weakest part of this kit, though I should stress that any 
competent modeller will not fall foul of the errors. Many parts appear and disappear throughout 
the guide, part A1 for instance is fitted in step 2, gone in step 5, back in 6 and 8, gone again in 
10 and 11, back in 12. Also regarding the instructions the process of assembly is at times a 
little unclear as to which version you are building. The colour painting guide shows three 
vehicle options, Option 1:- Tank 4121, Option 2:- Tank 4114 and Option 3:- Tank 4134. Yet in 
the instructions Option1 isn’t for Option 1, it is for tank 4134. Thankfully this option stays 
consistent throughout the build guide and option 1 always refers to 4134 with option 2 for 
either 4121 or 4114.  Once again with a little observation between stages you shouldn’t fall foul 
of this.  Parts all seem to fit well so far, but locations are sometimes little more than a faint 
mark on the surface rather than a positive locating hole so take time in alignment. Some 
attachment pegs are thing and deform rather than slot into place. Removal is often easier. 

The wealth of parts are all well moulded and crisp, not much flash at all, just a little on the 
inside faces of the wheel mounts. The detail is great, the 7.92 MG has a separate top cover, 
separate 20mm rounds to fit into the main magazines, the photo etch tool clasps can be 
opened and closed if you are precise with the glue. The fasteners for tow ropes have the Axis 
style half butterfly nut. Weld beads on the hull are beautifully done and appear realistic in 
definition as well as to the correct scale. The 20mm gun barrel is a single part, which means a 
hollow end to the muzzle which has detail, but the holes are only depressions so I'll be  drilling 
them out. There is a mould line along two sides  of the barrel so your happiness at no join line 
will be short lived as some clean up is still required. The wooden boxes have a subtle texture, 
which I have accentuated. 

The turret interior is well appointed with a lot of details that can be viewed if you assemble the 
rear and top hatches open, in fact you can have the rear hatches functioning if you apply glue 
carefully.  Also functioning is the elevation of the gun barrel and rotation of the turret, the tracks 
and wheels will rotate if made as instructed and if some thought is applied to the torsion bar 
construction you’ll even get some resemblance of suspension movement, it is delicate and i've 
have been dabbing on glue to firm everything up.  
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Trivia Quiz:  
Were & When is the next Rugby World Cup? 

Answer on page 12.

The hull interior is less detailed, with only the area below the very rear top grills having detail for 
fans and drive belts. As part A28 is hinged and A19 is separate there is a lot of scope for detailers 
(or after market manufacturers) to scratch build an engine and drivers/radio operators 
compartment. The interior of the hull is the only area that had obvious ejector pin marks, some 
did appear in other areas such as backs of part D51 but all seem to be in places that won’t be 
seen after assembly. 

The kit contains a small decal sheet and the colour plan calls out 4 paint brands as well as a 
conventional name such as tyre black etc. Markings are for Tank 4121, Tank 4114, and Tank 4134 
all from 9th Panzer reconnaissance battalion, 9th Panzer. .Division serving in Normandy 1944. 

Sibo
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Trivia Quiz answer:
 
Japan 2019

Forthcoming Events

Theme Nights 

June 21st 

Korean War/Suez Crisis - Anything that had seen action in these conflicts. 
Korean War June 1950 - July 1953 - Combatants: Both Koreas, America, China, USSR, UK & over 20 

more countries involved 
Suez War October 1956 - Combatants: Egypt, Britain, France & Israel 

Sept 20th 
Any Animal - Anything that is named after an animal - “a living organism which feeds on organic matter, 
typically having specialized sense organs and nervous system and able to respond rapidly to stimuli.” 

These events only work if everyone contributes something to them, you don't have to build a model for 
each night, but I’m sure you can think of something to build for at least one of the nights. Its an 

opportunity to possibly build something outside your comfort zone, if tracked vehicles are your thing then 
why not try an aeroplane. Let your imagination free. 

I have an idea brewing for Korean/Suez War night and a possible idea for Any Animal, watch this space.

month date event

June * SAT 4TH OUR ANNUAL MODEL SHOW

TUES 7TH Model Show Debrief & any purchases made

TUES 21ST THEME NIGHT – “Korean/Suez War”

July SUN 3rd NORTH SOMERSET MODEL SHOW

TUES 5TH

SUN 17th Durrington Recreation Ground

TUES 19TH

WED 27th LAST CALL FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

August * TUES 2ND CLUB BBQ

SUN 7TH IPMS AVON MODEL SHOW

TUES 16TH
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STOP THE PRESS!
Modelling Down Under 

Whilst on my holiday in the Brisbane area of ‘Oz’ I enquired of our friends if there was a model 
shop nearby. I was informed that there were no traditional model type shops around but there 
was a hobby store called Hobbyrama about a 25 minute drive away. So the next day off we 
went…. 

Hobbyrama is one of those ‘hobby’ type 
stores that encompass various hobbies. 
They stock model kits and accessories, die 
casts, model trains, RC cars, boats and 
aircraft (mainly electrical foamies), and 
some art and craft stuff (anyone fancy an 
18,000 of 32,000 piece jigsaw puzzle?). 

I had a look at the RC aircraft but more 
main focus was on the plastic kits. 

There was a wide range of subjects and manufacturers with most kits being displayed 
according to subject, scale and manufacturer. There was a large display of Airfix kits, 
particularly aircraft which, unsurprisingly, were more expensive than those in the UK. Trumpeter 
kits featured largely as well with prices matching what we pay. All major brands were well 
supported including the likes of Hobby Boss, Meng and Kitty Hawk except for Revell, who only 
had a handful of kits on show. Science Fiction/space modellers were well served particularly 
for Bandai’s Gundam kits – I am no expert but I reckon that they must have had the whole 
range! 

I was surprised that the cost of the kits from Asian manufacturers was on a par with the UK 
given the proximity of Australia to the countries of origin. There were some bargains to be had, 
mainly from Academy but not many.  

There was a good supply of accessories running from paints and cement to scenery items 
such as grass, trees, buildings etc. The store stocks both Tamiya and Testors although their 
website only shows Tamiya. 

I could not find any kit to tempt me that I could not get back home so I bought some evergreen 
strip that I needed. I would have liked to get some of the modelmaster paints but I didn’t think I 
would be allowed to bring them through customs. 

On the whole it is a very good model store that would be the go-to place if you ever emigrated 
to the Brisbane area. 

Mick Ellis  
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If you didn't already know, this weekend is our annual model show, please see below a handy poster for 

you to cut out and display in your car window, or give to a local shop. 
Promote the show, it’s your show, the more people we get through the door the more monies we have in 
the bank and that means more we can do for the club,  i.e., nights out, day trips, trip to the Nationals 

etc.


