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Cool Modelling 

The heat is on, not just 
to complete models but 
summer is here!

Please Note: 
Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this newsletter. BUT views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 

club. Editor: Richard Clarke 

Articles for the October 2019 Issue to me please by September 24th - Hard or Soft copy. Soft copy 

please email me clarker@godolphin.org - Hard copy in my hand at a club night.

AUGUST 2019
Summer of Modelling

Summer is here, well it felt like it a few weeks ago. 
Modelling in these conditions can be difficult, have plenty of ventilation where 
you model, I’m sure you do anyway, and drink plenty of fluids. 

Paint will behave differently in warm/hot weather as well, especially when spray 
painting, so leave that either for the morning or later in the day when it gets 
cooler. 

Whilst the sun is shining, get out and enjoy it, in moderation the sun is good for 
you. Stay cool!

mailto:clarker@godolphin.org
mailto:clarker@godolphin.org
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Club News

Model Shows we are attending: 

• 11th August: Boscombe Down Aviation Collection 
• 14th Sept: Farnborough 
• 28th Sept: Tank Museum 
• 26th Oct: Yeovil 
• 17th Nov: Middle Wallop 
• 9th/10th Nov: IPMS International Model Show Telford 
• 24th Nov: Bugle Call 

This years Theme Nights are: 

• September Tuesday 3rd – Arnhem 
• October Tuesday 1st – Outrage 
• November Tuesday 5th – AGM + Humanitarian 
• December Tuesday 17th – Wacky Races V5.1 

Deadlines for Newsletter articles for 2019 are: 

• Sept 24th for the October edition 
• Nov 26th for the December edition 

Important Dates for your diaries: 

• Nov 5th - AGM 

Do not forget, all of this information and a lot more besides 
is on our website: 

www.ipmssalisbury.co.uk 

Bookmark it as a favourite in your browser, check back for the latest info, blogs and 
much much more. 

Editor

http://www.ipmssalisbury.co.uk
http://www.ipmssalisbury.co.uk
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North Somerset Show 2019

Once again an early start for a Sunday across the Mendips to Weston 
Super Mare. This show as ours seems to attract a super fine day. 
Plenty of sunshine and temps. Up to nearly 80 degrees ! I arrived at 
8-30 a.m. and waited for Bill and Steve to arrive – 9-20 a.m. so we 
had 30 mins. To get our stand laid out – no problem!! Fortunately we 
had all brought aircraft ranging from 1:72 up to 1:32 

When I had arrived I had brought two 
large boxes of kits to sell – whoops I 
did not read the instructions of the 
show – No under table sales allowed – 
and got succinctly told that  it was not 
allowed. Our set up was next to my 

trader friend Jeff Green who said he 
would buy the lot off me – no notice of not selling to traders – and I 
pocketed £200 very quickly. 

The show opened to the public promptly at 10-00 a.m. and 
immediately lots of  the public came in. Sadly the extra hanger was 
not open with the café area – not to worry there was a dedicated 
coffee and tea set up with cold and limited hot food on sale. On site 
was a burger van with brisk sales all day.  

Good array of club stands although some of the 
usual traders were missing – gone off to Romsey? 
The show was very busy up until around 2-30.p.m. 
which is about usual – slow going throughout the 
afternoon although the helicopter rides outside 
seemed to be doing all right. One pleasing factor – 
lots of families with youngsters who were 
interested at looking at the models – very 

encouraging! Bill had an afternoon nap (Mike did 

the same at the Avon Show, must be catching. 

Ed), whilst Steve and I took turns around the show. Club tables had very good displays but ours 
look very good – am I biased? People seemed to take quite a lot of photos of our planes and we 
had a lot of complementary comments. Steve and Bill did not buy anything and I  bought three 
kits – two sci-fi kits and a Revell car kit. Prices were defiantly creeping up on second hand kits 
and Frome model shop which had a large stand, discounted all of their kits by 1-00 p.m. by 20% . 

The show was meant to finish as at the same time as the museum, but everyone was packing up 
at 4-00 p.m. and Bill, Steve and I were gone by 4-45 p.m. End of a good show meeting up with 
lots of old friends. 

Mike H
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Marshall Georgy Zhukov

When the German army invaded the Soviet Union in June 
1941 Hitler and his leaders did not realise they were on a four-
year long journey and fight to the death. As Hitler it appeared 
that the Red Army was feeble after the purges that Stalin had 
carried out on all his officers but for a small number, thus 
making the Soviet Army sterile, this cause Hitler the 
motivation to attack and employ his Blitzkrieg tactics and fully 
expected the total collapse of the soviet state. In the early 
stages of the invasion it did indeed indicate that this was 
exactly what was starting to happen but even so could not 
destroy the Red Army’s will to resist. 

Partly due to the iron handed tranny of Stalin that made 
surrender unthinkable plus, due to a small number of 
commanders in the field, Georgy Zhukov being one of them. 

Hitler’s view of his own commanders was as. they were all 
expendable even so amongst his ranks stood some excellent leaders, Bock, Kluge, Manstein and 
Rundstedt, yet Hitler he too did not trust his commanders and held them in high contempt, thus 
affording himself complete decision making in all theatres of which later weeks and months would 
be disastrous for the German Army. 

In contrast, on the Soviet side Marshall Zhukov was unquestionably the dominant figure in the Red 
Army throughout the entire period of the Russian-German conflict. 

Frequently rotated between command and advisory roles Zhukov provided the backbone of the Red 
Army’s effort during the desperate defensive actions of 1941-42 and it was he who played a critical 
role in orchestrating the Red Army’s ability to conduct successful multi-front offensive operations 
that determined the fate of the Third Reich, and also Hitler’s commanders had not planned for what 
was about to come. Winter aided without doubt the onslaught of winter the Wehrmacht could not 
continue to fight and drive at the continual pace it had set itself into Russia, and the tide of war was 
turning! 
Stalin buoyed by the information being given to him that the Nippon Army of Japan had no intention 
of invading Russia had hundreds of thousands of Siberian shock troops massed on the Eastern side 
of Russia awaiting the advance of Japan, now no threat, Stalin quickly transported these well 
trained fresh Siberian troops into the decisive onslaught and battle that was coming. 
Stalin received vital information that the German Army was mounting an all-out offensive against the 
Red Army he had exact locations timings and plans of how this offensive was to be conducted, 
buoyed with the knowledge that he had fresh troops, better aircraft and a new tank, the T-34 he 
could afford to wait for the attack to begin. 
When the hour of the German attack had started to begin Marshall Zhukov ordered his army to 
stand and absorb the onslaught of the Germans, taking casualties the Red Army stood firm, 
absorbing and pushing back all German attacks, over a period had rendered themselves spent this 
was the moment Zhukov had waited for and ordered the Russian Army to counter attack, this was 
the beginning of the end for the German Army and was now in full retreat and would continue to do 
so on all fronts all the way back to the final battles that would take place on the streets of Berlin. 

Ray
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Barracuda MkII/III “Hi Tech” 1/48 Scale

The victim of an Admiralty specification that required both a torpedo and dive bomber, as well as a 

reconnaissance platform, and powered by a Rolls Royce Merlin that was significantly less powerful than the 

engines originally planned, the Barracuda is often cited, some say unfairly, as one of the ugliest, most 

dangerous and least successful aircraft to enter service. 

It is perhaps ironic, then, that the  Barracuda served with the Royal Navy in greater numbers than any other 

aircraft, but less surprising that not a single intact example survives - although the Fleet Air Arm Museum is in 

the process of reassembling one from the wrecks of two or three. 

In kit form, Special Hobby have once again ridden to the rescue to produce a 1:48 kit of a relatively obscure 

Fleet Air Arm type - alongside the Skua, Rok, Fulmar, Albacore, various Seafires and Fireflies - where would I 

be without them? 

I’m not sure when this kit first “hit the market” (I think it was about 2005), but it comes in an irritating end 

opening box in one of three versions. 

The subject of this build is the Mk II/III “Hi Tech” release. 

This means that in addition to the usual resin bits for the 

interior, there are extra resin parts for weapons (including a 

very nice torpedo with the “air tail”, bombs and impossibly 

delicate bomb racks) and a radome to go under the rear 

fuselage for the Mk III version. 

There is also a Mk II “non-Hi Tech” version, and a Mk V 

which, if anything, is even uglier than the earlier marks.… 

In addition I had a Brengun resin detail set - originally 

released by Griffon. My intention had been to build a pair of 

aircraft - the non-High Tech version using the Brengun set to 

enhance the detail, and the High Tech version using the resin 

that comes with the kit; but on inspecting the contents there is very little in common between the Brengun set 

and the kit resin, so  I decided to use the Brengun set on the High Tech kit to produce the most detailed 

model I could. Note that, despite the photo on the box, the Brengun set does not include resin wheels - they 

are extra! 

The kit plastic is typical Special Hobby - soft and easily worked, with nice recessed panel lines. There is some 

flash and the finer detail is a little soft and clunky compared with the likes of Tamiya. There are no locating 

pins for any of the parts and a trial fit of the fuselage halves confirmed that there would be plenty of sanding 

and filling to come. 

The instructions are ok - not the most precise - and the exact fit of some parts, in particular the various 

interior bulkheads, requires lots of trial and error before committing to glue. 

Decals provide for four machines, all in the Temperate Sea Scheme, from 1944 to 1946. Me being me, I 

decided to go for a 1950’s aircraft in the post-war Extra Dark Sea Grey over Sky scheme instead - I just think 

it suits the aircraft and looks a bit different. 

Having perused the instructions for both the kit and the Brengun resin additions, I set about the fuselage 

halves with a razor saw. Special Hobby have not provided for the radiator outlet duct under the nose, nor the 

cut away of the fuselage at the very rear of the cockpit opening. There are small windows, shown as panel 

lines, that need to be opened just below the side panels of the windscreen too. The fuselage sections of the 

wheel wells also needed removing to allow more detailed resin parts to be added. 
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Moving onto the interior, resin side consoles are included for the pilot’s cockpit - but the rudder pedals were 
tiny - more like 1:72 scale - and broken, so they were binned and replaced with some made up from plastic 
rod and strip. 

Various radios and other instruments for the Telegraphist Air Gunner’s (rearmost) cockpit are also provided in 
resin, along with detailed sidewalls. Brengun provide more detailed rearward firing guns than Special Hobby, 
and a rear deck section with numerous spare magazines moulded on, but as the post-war aircraft I hope to 

model would almost certainly have had these weapons removed, I did not use these parts. 

By contrast, the observer’s cockpit, perhaps because it is largely hidden beneath the wing, receives very little 
detail - the seat is about it. 

I assembled the various bulkheads to the floor, and test fitted these 

in the fuselage. True to almost every Special Hobby kit I have built, 

they were a little wide and needed sanding down to help close the 

fuselage up. This is not made any easier by the need to fit these 

around the resin sidewalls in the gunner’s cockpit - I superglued 

these in place early on to ensure that the window apertures in the 

resin matched those in the plastic. Try as I did, there was some 

serious filler needed on the under-fuselage seam… 

For the observer, I scratch built some detail in his (middle) cockpit. 

There are relatively few photos of this area (that I could find) so 

some of the structure in here is not entirely prototypical, but it 

certainly adds to the appearance in so far as it can be seen 

through the side blister windows or down through the canopy. 

Eventually I ended up with a complete interior - a sort of double 

decked affair with the pilot’s cockpit hanging off the front. I painted 

this in my usual way - first black, then Tamiya interior grey/green. 

Details were picked out with more black and some silver and 

bronze, before being dry brushed to highlight surface features. Seats 

had harnesses added - the kit provides these on an 

etched fret and they are ridiculously complicated and 

involve some truly tiny pieces. 

I had to glue the exhausts in at this stage, as they can 

only be fitted from the inside; likewise the prominent 

radiator (or is it oil cooler, or both?) inlet in the nose and 

a resin outlet behind it had to be fixed into one fuselage 

half. 

Then came the challenge of trying to sandwich all this 

between the fuselage halves. As predicted, this was not 

entirely straightforward. To solve the gap along the 

bottom of the fuselage, I first glued a thin strip of 

plasticard along most of the lower length of one half 

(before cementing the halves together). I trimmed this to match the lower fuselage profile, and sanded it to a 

gentle taper towards the rear. With the glue duly applied, I clamped the parts together, trying to keep the 

airframe straight - with all the cutouts for the cockpit, undercarriage and arrester hook it was not a massively 

rigid structure and could easily have set itself into something resembling a banana… 
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Once together, I set about adding other resin details: the radome, the carburettor air intakes and  the recess 

for the torpedo crutch; then blending them in.  

Next up: the wings. These large, thick structures 

went together fine. The Brengun set includes two 

nicely cast resin wheel wells - I went outside to grind 

these down as much as I dared to allow them to 

slide into the wing roots. There are no spars or even 

locating tabs for the wings - just  simple butt joints. 

On offering them up, it struck me that, from above, 

the port wing was raked forward at more of an angle 

than the other; from ahead it was also at least a 

millimetre lower. My solution was to cut a piece of 

thin plasticard to the same profile as the forward 

wing root on the port side. In glueing this to the 

fuselage wing root, then sanding the rear to a wafer 

like thin-ness, it effectively created a wedge that 

pushed the angle of the leading edge of the port wing back slightly, and into a similar angle to the starboard 

wing. At the same time, this plasticard wedge was also glued slightly higher than the moulded wing root 

“shoulder” on the fuselage. This gave me a reference point that I could glue the wing to and fill behind to 

level the wings when seen from the front. 

Much, much filling and sending later, and I was relatively happy that the wings looked more or less 

symmetrical from most angles… 

A little more filling and sanding was needed to cover over the landing light in the port wing - I don’t know 

why it was deleted, but photos of the post war Barracuda’s show this light was not present; likewise I 

carved off a couple of small vents just behind the exhausts. 

For the first time, on this model I tried using Alclad’s grey micro filler/primer. It can be sprayed straight from 

the bottle and goes on very nicely. I wasn’t convinced that the “filler” part was really working, but once dry a 

rub down with a soft piece of fine wet and dry paper produces a very smooth surface. 

The tail planes were fitted, and at last I had something that was really starting to look like a Barracuda. 

Before applying the colours, I tackled the clear parts for the long (long…) canopy. I wanted the sliding part 

of the pilot’s canopy open, so carefully separated this from the windscreen with my razor saw. Ever one to 

make life more complicated than it has to be, I also wanted the gunner’s tilting canopy in the open position. 

This comes as a separate part, but is too wide to fit inside the rear fuselage in the open position. I therefore 

set about the sides of the rear cockpit with a needle file and knife, cutting notches for the canopy to slot 

into and narrowing the sills to look a little bit more like an aeroplane and less like a tank. 

There was no way I was going to cut my own masks for all those panes of glass - I count 36 - so was happy 

to pay out for a set from Montex. With these applied, I glued the fixed parts of the canopy to the airframe 

and was able to start painting. 

Those of you who have ploughed through my build articles before will know the routine: a black panel line 

pre-shade followed by the colours. For the Sky undersurfaces I mixed Tamiya’s shade 50:50 with their flat 

white to create the paler “post war” colour. Upper surfaces were done with Vallejo “US Dark Grey” which 

they say is the same as Extra Dark Sea Grey. For the upper surfaces I mixed some of the grey with a few 

drops of white to create a slightly paler shade and then mottled this onto the airframe to try and create a 

subtly weathered look. 

I painted the black lines along the upper wing surfaces, and then covered the model with “Klear” floor 

polish thinned with Tamiya thinner, in readiness for the markings.
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I used aftermarket decals - including a generic sheet of post war 

roundels from Xtradecals, and (at truly eye-watering expense) a 

custom printed set of scale 36’’ letters and numbers for the 

underwing serials. At least I should now have enough to last me a 

lifetime… 

I am sad to report that, so long had the model been on the 

workbench, and so keen was I to finish it for our show, I must have 

rushed and done something wrong, because there is some 

extensive silvering of  the decals that really spoils the finished 

result… 

The “final bits and pieces” on this model seemed to fight me all the 

way. The undercarriage doors were much too big and the wrong 

shape; the glazing at the leading edge of the wing roots didn’t fit 

very well; I had to scratch build the additional sections of the 

gunner’s canopy and the pilot’s headrest. 

Towards the end of every model there comes a point where a part 

is fitted that really captures the essence of the prototype and whilst, for me, it is usually the spinner and 

prop, in this case it was the large Fairey-Youngman flaps that defined this model. 

So not unlike the real Barracuda, I’ve ended up with a model that is not all bad - but definitely flawed. From 

a couple of feet away, it looks good - and it certainly captures the rather ungainly sit and awkward look of 

the type. But it was a struggle to build, took far too long and is not, I feel, up to my usual standard which, 

after all the effort, is disappointing. 

I remain of the view that fans of the Fleet Air Arm have a lot to thank Special Hobby for, but If only Tamiya 

had decided to continue producing Royal Navy subjects after their Swordfish… 

Nick W
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Girls of the A.T.A (Air Transport Auxiliary)
Motto: Aetheris Avidi (Eager for the Air) 

At the start of the Second World War, history reveals how understaffed and a never-ending need for pilots to 

fly our squadrons of aircraft in defence of our country, and the onslaught of the German Airforce over our 

skies as aircraft were shot down and the need to replace them grew even higher. 

It was in September 1939 hat a small squadron of courier pilots was formed. To start with there were more 

male pilots accepted than female, but as the war progressed and the need for pilots grew more and more 

females were joining the ranks of the now formed A.T.A, and quickly proved what an asset they were, flying 

Lancaster bombers, Spitfires, Hurricanes, whatever aircraft had been shot down and another needed to 

replace them, it was the ladies of the A.T.A that flew them to their new squadrons, unarmed, without comm’s 

and in some cases without any instruments and in conditions where even the unexcepted cloudy conditions 

could mean disaster, but deliver they did. 

Naming but a very small handful of women who flew they are: 

Amy Johnson - Her name instantly resonates as a pioneer of aviation and an 

inspiration to many, many women to come and fly. 

Pauline Gower – Was instrumental in lobbying the 

Directorate of Aviation that more female pilots were 

needed, Pauline’s father was a well-known Tory MP 

so she continually pushed and harassed her father to 

get what she wanted, and it worked. 

Lettice Curtis – She was the first woman to deliver a 

Lancaster Bomber and in total delivered 330 four 

engine bombers. After the war she worked as a 

technician and a test observer at the Aeroplane and 

Armament Experimental Establishment at Boscombe Down Salisbury. 

Joy Lofthouse – Joy and her sister Yvonne, 

answered the advertisement for women to 

join the A.T.A., 2000 women came forward to 

train, only seventeen were awarded their 

wings. 

Later on, in their flying careers they were known as the Spitfire Sisters. After 

the war and in later life Joy would recall her days flying and her love of the 

Spitfire never waned. 

So much so she took to the air in a twin seater Spitfire at a time in life when 

many people would take a mode sedate time, Joy was in her late 80’s and recalled it was always my favourite 

aircraft and getting into the cockpit you wore the Spitfire and the controls responded in a wonderful manner 

and was so forgiving if you made a mistake. 

Sadly, not long after the flight in her beloved Spitfire, Joy passed away. 

It would be incorrect and disrespectful just to highlight these four women. 

But all the woman of the A.T.A have our respect and gratitude for what they did and the other woman in the 

munition’s factories, Nurses, Lumber Jills & the Land Army, whom my late mother served as a Land Girl, and 

the women of the S.O.E 

We salute you all. 

Ray

L e t t i c e  C u r t i s  

J o y  L o f t h o u s e  

A m y  J o h n s o n  

P a u l i n e  G o w e r  
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The Sopwith Camel

Thomas Octave Murdoch Sopwith established the Sopwith Aviation Co. Ltd in 1912 in Kingston-on-Thames. 

The Camel was thought of as one of the fighters of WW1. Its victory tally was 1,924 enemy aircraft shot down 

in only sixteen months of fighting. 

The Camel was extremely agile and had a fast rate of climb. 

Its controversial air battle in 1918, the Great Baron Von Richtofen fell to the guns of a 209 Squadron Camel 

flown by Canadian Roy Brown. 

Total production of the Sopwith Camel between 1917-1918 was 5,490. 

There will always be much debated controversies between the Airforce and Australian ground troops who 

fired on the Red Baron en-masse, each claim the Red Baron as their kill. 

Ray

Salisbury Model Show Video

I made a little video of our model show, please check it: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-oiegrJFt4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-oiegrJFt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-oiegrJFt4
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